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Sudanese Participants: ________________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What does family life look like in the U.S.? (head of house, process for decision-making, role of children/youth)

How do different families relate to each other in the U.S.? How do families meet other families and make friends?

What value does the family place on education? 

How does the family support itself? 
What does the family’s church background look like? 

What would a church experience look like in the U.S.? 
Dinka & Moru Worldview
1. Family Structure

	
	Dinka
	Moru
	LE Interviews

	1.1. Is the family monogamous or polygamous? Describe the characteristics and conditions. 


	Polygamous. A husband helps a wife make her own house. The husband should spend some time with each of his wives and help produce food.


	Traditionally, polygamist.  But, with Christian influence, it is declining.  Primarily among non-Christian leaders and the rich.
	

	1.2. Is the family matriarchal or patriarchal? Describe the "head of the household." 


	Patriarchal. The “head of the house” cultivates the land with his family, helps build the houses, and tends his cattle.  He has the final word.
	Patriarchal.  Patriarch has the final word on all matters concerning the family.  


	

	1.3. What are the authority lines in the family? Who makes decisions--how, when and why? 


	The head of the family decides where the site of the house should be. He names the children, gives out family contributions to the extended family concerns, and he provides cows for each of his wives.
	Same as Dinka.  


	

	1.4. What are the expectations and rules for getting permission? 


	Most decisions concerning the welfare of the children are made by their mother.  Major decisions about permission are taken by the head of the family. 
	Permission received from Father or Elder in the family.  Permission required for marriage, moving to the city, getting work outside the family, permission to speak, attend gatherings, participate in sexual behavior.
	

	1.5. What are the expectations and rules for getting forgiveness? 


	Though one admits that he or she has wronged the other, seldom do illiterate Dinka say “I am sorry, forgive me.”  One’s implicit or explicit acceptance of one’s wrongdoing and the positive change of your and other’s behavior assure one that he or she is forgiven.


	One of the worst things a person in the Moru tribe can ever do is to offend his or her father.  An offense committed against a father offends the entire extended family, because in the family’s mind, the family must bear some responsibility for the offense.

When an offense occurs, the offender’s uncles and aunts will come to the offender’s house and demand offender “apologize” to father.  The offended father will not be present at his initial confrontation.  Offender apologizes (English word “apology” is too weak a word) by having mother prepare a special meal prepared from the best of offender’s flock or something the offender has hunted or fished for.  Extended family invites the father to a meeting, where the offender sits on the floor, a sign of deep humiliation.  The eldest brother or sister says “We  have wronged you,” and describes the offense.  The offender is commanded to crawl to the father and beg for forgiveness, frequently kissing the father’s feet, holding to the right foot.  The father’s response is to grant forgiveness by invoking his god, patting the offender on the head, and sprinkling water on the offenders head.  The water is seen as providing the actual cleansing.  The father then says, “Go free. You are cleansed of your guilt.”  The offender draws back.  The other family members come forward and thank the father for his forgiveness.  The whole family is then free of the offender’s offense.  “Aroboya”—(Thank you) is repeated.  Then the feast is celebrated.  The father gets the best portion.  The father places the best of his portions around the house for his god—called “libations.”  The father eats; then the rest of the household.

For an offense against another village, a series of meetings occurs between the villages.  The offended family/clan initiates a meeting with the chief of the offender’s village.  Chief calls a meeting of the elders to discuss the offense, decide on an appropriate punishment, usually a she-goat.  The chief selects a delegation to offer the goat.  The offender bows down and holds the right foot of the chief and repeats the ritual mentioned above. For an offense against traditional law, there are two punishments for breaking traditional law: death or shunning.  Shunning can be temporary, depending on the offender’s response.  If he comes back to elders with sufficient contrition, the forgiveness ritual may be observed.  Ostracizing is deemed equal to a slow death.
	

	1.6. What are the roles and consequent relationships between family members? Include husband, wife, children, relatives. What is the difference at different levels in the society and for the different ages? Who is responsible for whom, when and how? 


	Some roles the father takes include: to build the house, tend cattle, and cultivate the land.  Mother:  cook, cultivate land, put the grass on the rooms, bring some water home, take care of her young children.  Children:  Take care of sheep and goats.  The older children take care of the cattle.  The relatives support the family in many ways.  As far as adults are concerned, men used to take their spears and fighting sticks wherever they went.  Now more people have joined the SPLA movement and have acquired modern weapons.  To have spears is in decrease.


	
	

	1.7. Identify kinship lines and patterns of the extended family. 
	The clans, both paternal and maternal, are all kinship lines.


	  Same as Dinka.


	

	1.8. How do families support themselves in this culture? What are the traditional and non-traditional means of support?
	The family supports themselves by cultivating and by cattle breading.  Extra means of support are fishing and hunting.


	  Farming, raising goats, sheep, chickens or other livestock, fishing, hunting.  Morus use bow and arrow.  They are semi-nomadic


	

	1.9 How does the family structure change as a result of death, marriage, separation, incapacity, incompetence or other significant changes? 
	
	Individuals are cared for until death.  Positions are maintained, structures do not change.
	

	1.10. How is the family’s heritage passed from one generation to the next? 


	Family heritage is passed from one generation to the next orally and in songs and some art objects.


	  Family history handed down by elders to the children in folklore, usually after dinner, usually in summer.  Every village has a person recognized as the storyteller.  In traditional folklore, there is a variant of the Exodus story, in which an enslaved people were set free.  They ran from their captors and came to a river.  A hero came and interceded with the gods, who opened up the river.  When their pursuers came after them, they began to pick up the fish left behind.  The gods became angry and covered the people with water.  There are other parallel stories (e.g.,  David/Goliath)


	

	1.11. Do families have totems? What are the typical ones and how are they used?
	Families have totems.


	  Walking sticks are used by traditional priests.  They have power.


	

	1.12. How is authentic news passed on within the family? 


	 Elders to youngsters. Men to men, women to women.


	  Talking drum or animal horn used to call people to order.  Different kinds of sounds for different kinds of news.  Village priest/advisor to chief assumes office of communicator, and controls drums and horns.


	

	1.13. What are rules of inheritance? 


	If the deceased husband had sons, the sons inherit all their father’s properties.  The daughters usually have no share.  A brother sleeps with a wife of his deceased brother.  In case his brother died before he could get married, he should marry for him and bear him children.


Estates are created and inherited.  As parents get old and the older children established their own houses, the youngest son remains in the “big house.”  He is the one to inherit that house.  Over time the sons should have gotten their share of the cattle according to birth order.  The daughters are excluded from inheritance.  The natives scarcely buy or sell their properties.
	Clans own land, not individuals.  Sometimes (contra to statements above), youngest son cares for parents.  Other property is divided among sons.


	

	1.14 . What are the sexual and mating roles in the family? What are the marriage rites and rules? 


	Some roles are mentioned above.  When offering of cattle as dowry is over, singing and chanting and dancing will take place.


Dances are very important for young people. This is often where “courting” goes on. Fighting often breaks out as the young men are eager to show their “masculinity”. One of the biggest dances (often a week long) occurs right after New Years.


	No dating. Feasts and dances are occasions for getting to know opposite sex.  No communication between feasts unless interested in marriage.  Traditionally, sexual activity was prohibited prior to marriage.  Elders of families meet to make marriage arrangements, including dowry, ranging from farming implements, livestock, arrows, cash.  Marriage can only occur between people of different family lines.  Covenants are established under circumstances which are sealed with blood, making different families one family, which then makes marriage between them taboo.


	

	1.15. How are grievances settled within a family? What are the rules concerning mistreatment, separation, divorce or a mistress? 


	The elders are responsible to settle family grievances.  If all the efforts fail, then the family resorts to traditional courts.


	  Divorce is rare, permitted only by elders, only under circumstances of extreme brutality.  When divorce is inevitable, a message is sent by the husband’s family to the woman’s family.  Woman sent back to her family.  Mistresses are considered adultery, and taboo, Having a mistress is grounds for divorce.


	

	1.16. What are the child-rearing practices and traditions? 


	Usually the first born child is reared for a few years by maternal grandparents.


	  Children stay with parents until he/she is of age.  May stay with extended family (uncle) if the uncle is childless or if there is disagreement with parents.  Mother cares for boys until they are about ten.  Then father takes over training.  Girls stay under mother’s training until marriage.


	

	1.17. How do children choose their life vocation, their role in the community? 


	Almost all children go through the same vocational experience as their parents.  They should cultivate, know how to hunt, take care of their cattle, and fish.


	Children make their own vocational decisions.  However permission is asked from the father to pursue a vocation.


	

	1.18. What are the special days or events for families? 


	“YAI” are big ceremonies. Often accompanied by cow sacrifices at shrines

-Cutting of the foreheads for the youth

-The first harvest 
-Making of new drums
	 Harvest time.  Marriages.  Feasts.  Drum-making.  Cutting of foreheads which identify men as Moru.  Cutting done as children.  (This practice is waning.)


	

	1.19. How is the family changing?
	The family is changing due to war effects.  The movement of population from rural to urbanized areas is increasing.  Family bonds are not as strong as they used to be. There has been much displacement from one geographical area to another within the south. Padang are mixed with Rek. Rek mixed with Bor, and so on. Those in the rural south are still very much living in OT times. Those who have moved to the cities have lost some of their tribal uniqueness and identities.


	  Family traditions are increasingly viewed as pagan among those Moru who are Christian.


	

	1.20. How does an individual defend himself or herself within the family?
	Individual defends himself by reasoning and utilizing persuasion skills.  If need be, by physical strength.


	 Sometimes requires a surrogate to make his case.  He must not go beyond the bounds of justice in defending himself.  To overstate one’s case is bad form.


	


2. Social Structure

	
	Dinka
	Moru
	LE Interviews

	2.1 How is the society of a community organized? What are the typical, the common homogeneous and heterogeneous facets of society? 
	The supreme authority of a tribe is a paramount chief, under him are sub-chiefs.  There are also cattle camp leaders, tax collectors.  All members of the society participate in cultivating the land.  Caring for cattle is the work of men and boys.  Girls and (sometimes) boys do the milking.


With the coming of a government structure in the south now, some things are changing (mostly a forced change). “Taxes” are protruding into every facet of life but are not producing and visible benefits as yet.


	  Society is organized into extended family units, villages, clans and tribe.  Each village has a chief, who is advised by a traditional priest.  Families are ruled by elders.  Clans own the farmland, which is planted on a rotational system.


	

	2.2 How do different families relate to each other? How do families meet other families in the community? What are the rules of meeting and making friends? 
	In rural areas, family bonds between members of the extended family are stronger. So marriage is not only a concern of the immediate family, but also of all the members of the extended family.  Relatives contribute to pay the dowry.  Marriages are the major occasions where members of the extended family and friends meet.  Friendship is developed over time after meting on occasions such as marriages, dancing ground, or cattle camp.  The symbol of strong friendship is always exchanging of cows.


	Friendships revolve around the dances, hunting, fishing, harvest, making farms (this practice parallels American tradition of barn raising), marriages.  Moru don’t have cattle camps.  Other elements same as Dinka.


	

	2.3. How is one’s place in a village society or a community determined? Is there a caste system or other type of structure within the culture? 
	There are two main structures: those who cultivate the land and tend cattle, and those who cultivate the land and fish.  The latter are called “Abur” and are considered inferior and minority.


	Chief and family and his village have slightly elevated status, but not like a caste.  Poverty may prevent a marriage because of lack of dowry, but otherwise no stigma attached to poverty.  In fact, the village will usually “rescue” the poor in such situations.  In fact, the helpless (poor, lame, aged, etc.) have some special protection in that it is taboo to taker advantage or harm them.


	

	2.4. How does society relate to foreigners? Foreigners from another city, another race, another tribe, another country? What are the attitude and rules of relating? 
	The society relates to foreigners in different ways. Foreigners are considered different or inferior. It depends on if the “foreigners” are Sudanese or Khawaja. All Sudanese tribes are considered inferior to some degree. Khawaja are simply “different”. They have their own ways.
	People who cannot speak Moru dialect are considered foreigners.  They are called “iye”-- strangers. “Iyeye”  is a derogatory term for people who are not acting according to cultural norms. All non-Moru are inferior to Moru.


	

	2.5. How is real estate handled? What are the rules of ownership, selling and buying? 
	Until recently land was never sold. It is all community/clan property (to a degree). Each wife is given her own house and land for planting. The youngest son retains the land for his own. The civil war has changed that somewhat. Grazing rights disputes are settled by the elders.


	Land is usually owned by clan or tribe.  It is not sold.  Land use is communal.


	

	2.6. How does an individual become an adult? Are there rules of recognition and rites of passage? At what ages do they occur? What are the circumstances of their occurrence? 
	In the boyhood stage, the boys and girls should have some of their lower front teeth plucked out.  When they are about 12 years old, peer ceremony is carried out in which their foreheads are marked by cutting.  Though the cutting is so deep that it always reaches their skulls, they are expected not to cry nor shed tears. Ashes are often put into the incisions to make the scars rise up higher.  After this ritual performance they cease to be boys and are considered responsible adults.


	Rites of passage occur at different ages.  Tribal markings on forehead and around eyes is practiced during boyhood. Some groups (e.g., Avokaya) sharpen teeth. Giving of a quiver of arrows when boy is large enough to hunt.  Ability to swim, killing of large animals is a sign of passage into adulthood.  Building of beds, houses is also sign of manhood. These skills are acquired between ages 15-20.  Girls pierce ears, occasionally lips. Special clothes for virgin teenage girls are traditional. 
	

	2.7. What rights do individuals have within a community, within society? What rights do families, clans have? What rights do males, females have? 
	Individuals have rights in taking their cattle to specific grasslands, in participating in family or tribal ceremonies and rites, in fishing during fishing season.  Families have the right to participate in marriage ceremonies.  Females have the right to dance in the dancing grounds during specific times and well know places.


	Individuals have a right to the support of the community, participation in the life of the community, right to access to land and water for farming.  Clans own land rights.


	

	2.8. How are leaders chosen? Who is eligible? When are they eligible? 
	Leaders are chosen in various ways.  For example, most leaders are chosen for their eloquence, generosity and bravery.  These are three important traits. The chieftaincy is inherited.


	 Chiefs are chosen by lineage.  Sub-chiefs are chosen by the chief according to personalities/ skills.  Wisest, bravest most courageous and truthful are chosen.  If there is no male to inherit the chief’s “chair,” the chief chooses a son of a brother.  Village leaders are selected according ability, wisdom, hardworking, successful.  Chosen by acclamation of village.  Become eligible after 20 years.  Elders guide younger village leaders.
	

	2.8.1. Under what conditions and by what rules are they chosen? 


	The cattle camp leaders are brought to prominence by circumstances in which they exercise their gifts.


	  See 2.8


	

	2.8.2. How are leaders recognized by society, by the community? 


	Chiefs are recognized by their daily sitting in courts and by being surrounded by many people.


	Chief wears certain garments, is always available, sitting at court.  Village leaders will be less available than the chief, since they have to work.


	

	2.8.3. How are leaders changed or replaced? 


	Hereditary


	Hereditary for chiefs.  Acclamation by village at lesser levels.


	

	2.8.4. What are the rights and responsibilities of leaders? 


	
	  Modern chiefs have limited jurisdiction.  When capital offenses or jailable offenses occur, chief refers the case to “B” court or district commissioners’ court.  Chiefs have the right to levy fines for lesser offenses or to proclaim shunning.  Chiefs and village leaders have responsibility to mediate local disputes, counsel over problems, conflicts, makes sure no one starves or is treated unfairly.
	

	2.8.5. How do leaders lose the right to lead? 


	Never heard of such a case


	 Leader loses authority if he offends society or abuses system of moral behavior.  Elders then follow a process of impeachment.  “Assassination is most effective means of exercising democracy.”  --Moru saying.
	

	2.8.6. How do individuals relate to their leaders? 


	With respect.


	 To see chief, must speak to an aide who announces one’s presence.  Must adopt attitude of respect: head down, respectful language.  Questioning or challenging chief is not permitted.
	

	2.8.7. How do leaders relate to other leaders in the culture? 


	With unity. They assist each other.


	  Personal conflicts are always dealt with by councils of elders in order to remove burden from individuals
	

	2.9. What are the basic values within society that gives it cohesion and security? 
	Hard working, generosity, and kindness are basic values within the society.


	Hard working, generosity, and kindness are basic values within the society.


	

	2.10. What are the taboos within society? 


	Homosexuality, incest, leprosy, and TB are the basic taboos.


	Homosexuality, incest, leprosy, TB, eating monkeys, lizards, dogs, snakes, lower animals deemed very offensive. 
	

	2.11. What are the common traditions within society? 


	In marriage, cattle giving/receiving as dowry.  Singing: almost every male must have his own song before getting married.  Forehead marking by cutting and plucking out the lower front teach are common traditions.
	  Marking of foreheads, sharpening of teeth, dowries, singing, storytelling, dances.


	

	2.12. What are the valued arts or art forms within society? 
	Ivory rings, man’s hat made of ostrich feathers, decorated gourds, pipes, spears
	  Pottery, basket weaving, utilitarian tools, woodcarving of ebony, mahogany.
	

	2.13. What are the learning preferences of the people? Are most of the people oral communicators or are they mostly literate communicators? 
	Oral communicators


	  Oral communicating, storytelling.


	

	2.14. How is communication carried out? With whom? What are the rules? 
	Formal communications in big gatherings are carried out with interpreter (agam long).  The speaker must finish what he has to say before another takes over.


	  See above.


	

	2.15. What are the channels for news? Who can bear news? How? When and how is news recognized as official and authentic? Is there a certain place, time or art form whereby truth or authentic and authoritative news is given to the community? 
	News is often heard in courts.  It is recognized official when it is conveyed by an elder in well-standing in the society.  Courts are the place whereby truth or authentic and authoritative news is given to the community. From there the news spread rapidly by the African grapevine.
	
	

	2.16. How are individuals "educated" concerning rules within the community, society and culture? 


	During seasonal and ritual gatherings.  Funerals and marriages are also schools of education.


	  Through telling of village/tribal  stories.  Parents pass stories down to children in course of daily life as well as at feasts, dances, etc.  Funerals and marriages also are utilized.
	

	2.17. How are individuals educated? Is there a formal educational system such as schools? Is it for everyone? Is it pervasive? Is it effective? 


	Schools are now being opened in the rural areas.  Because schools were not being highly esteemed, the younger and the mean children were sent to school.  When some chiefs sent their older children to schools, the common people began to think seriously that schools could be good.  Although almost everybody has seen the importance of schools, many elements from the old traditions had made schooling less effective. Values are now changing in many areas – especially in urban areas. Even in the rural districts education is seen of value now but not every family is able to afford the school fees.
	  Schools are widely available for Moru children.  Traditional education is giving way to formal schools
	

	2.18. Describe the vocational respect ladder within society? What are the levels? 


	Some who live overseas, such as Francis Deng, and have PhD’s, are highly esteemed. Anyone with some sort of formal education and training is usually looked up to. Those who have served as soldiers in the SPLA accord a certain measure of respect (with officers much more). Any who are doctors, attorneys, professors, and sports stars have a high position within the societal respect ladder.
	  Educated people are the most respected by the village.  Morus who become educated typically drop their traditional culture.


	

	2.19. Describe how the society looks upon marriage. What are the rules in society concerning courtship, engagement, marriage and divorce? 


	The society looks upon marriage as a uniting force of two families.  The seasonal dancing and singing time gives chances for young men and women to meet and court.  Relatives take some cattle when they go to propose. (after a sometimes lengthy courting period)  When the proposal for marriage is accepted and received, then the couple is considered engaged.  Later, the young girl is taken to the family of her husband.  Divorce is an uneasy thing.  It comes after going through a long process. It comes after all the efforts to reconcile the parties are exhausted.


	  Answered above.


	

	2.20. What are the rules of dress within society? 


	No rules except in one case: Dancing girls must wear a “bwong” (leather skirt) At most other times it is not acceptable to wear this. 

In the urban areas the rules differ, with clothes the accepted norm.
	  Women typically wear skirts and blouses.  Men wear shorts and tshirts.  Traditional dress would be considered an oddity.


	

	2.21. Describe law and order within society. Structure? Processes? 


	Chiefs and sub-chiefs in courts make laws known. In the present day South the SPLA are the law and order. The SRRA/C are the relief and rehab wing of the functioning government. The rules seem to be changing on a weekly basis.


	  See above.


	

	2.22. Describe medical care within the society? Type? Structure? Practitioners? 


	There are a few clinics and hospitals. Most are poorly operated and supplied. Mostly run and supplied by NGOs.


	  Traditional care, through roots and herbs, administered by healers, usually a shaman, who has been trained for the responsibility.  Mixed with spiritism.  Modern medical care is administered by doctors in clinics.  Many Moru are modern medical practitioners.


	


3. Religious Structure 

	
	Dinka
	Moru
	LE Interviews

	3.1. Describe the predominant religious system or systems in society? 

.
	Animistic. There are “spearmen” who are believed to have the power to talk to God and God listens to them.


	.  Animistic.  “Kozo” are the priests who have ability to heal people and talk to the gods.    Present day Moru is Christian.  There is little or no syncretism
	

	3.2. Does the religion express belief in a god or gods? Name & describe them. If they have a pluralistic belief in gods, what are the relationships between the gods? 
	Belief in one God “Nhialic” , and sub-spirits


	One god, called “Lu” which means “One.”  Christian God is “Lu Vobuyakuro” the One in Heaven.  Lu is an earthbound or local god with limited powers.
	

	3.3. Chart and describe the people's spirit world (beings, places and status). 


	Nhialic > Jok/Jak > Tiet > People

Bangbeth is an important “Tiet”. Tiet are like priests or prophets.


	Evil Demons (Tori kozi) are ranked according to the degree of evil power they are thought to have.  There are no good spirits, just underworld spirits—“buleba”—who can kill a person.  There are “messengers.”

Tori kado. (Holy Spirit)  Is the one good spirit.
	

	3.4. Where does the power and authority reside in the religion(s)? What is the source of the authority and the power? 


	Inherited by individuals who belong to a certain clan.  Signs are manifested in the lives of such individuals in their early age.


	 Village priest.  People who have “psychic powers” are recognized by people as priests.  Priesthood not inherited.


	

	3.5. Do the people believe in miracles and magic? Are they superstitious? 


	Yes


	Yes.  Talaroro—miracles, associated with heavenly power.  Ruba—mystery, associated with underworld.  Kole, bewitching, the result of ruba.


	

	3.6. What part do deceased ancestors play in the religion? Is there interaction between the living and the dead? 


	“Nhialic” god is addressed as “God of our father.”  The ancestors can be believed to be angered and could inflict the wrongdoers with severe punishment or demand a sacrifice.


	 The dead are thought to visit the living occasionally and bring good luck, health.  If not buried properly, they can come back to haunt.  The dead are sacrificed to for good luck, health.


	

	3.7. What are the primary documents of the religion? 


	There are no documents, but there are sacred spears, shrines and sacred posts.  These are passed down from generation to generation.


	Passed down by oral tradition.  Some mountains, trees, etc., recognized as homes of the demons, or as having power, but there is no place where people congregate to worship.


	

	3.8. What are the common religious rites and events? 


	Seasonal rites in winter.  Funerals for the deceased chiefs and the elderly are events when intense rites are performed.
	Funerals.  Weddings.  No gathering together for worship.  There is a ritual that is performed when there is a sickness in the village, where the people gather in a circle, where piles of sand represent dead ancestors.  A chicken is decapitated and placed in the circle.  The sand pile nearest to where the chicken stops, indicates the ancestor who is offended and bringing the illness.  Sacrifices are made to the ancestor to cure the disease.  White chickens represent clean spirits.  Black chickens are used for sin offerings.  No real sense of a need for worship.  Religious observation is personal, and involves making sacrifices to their god and ancestors.
	

	3.9. What is their view about the Godhead and the position of God? 


	God created everything that exists.  His dwelling place is heaven “Nhial” from which his name “Nhialic” is derived.
	God created everything that exists.  His dwelling place is heaven (“up”


	

	3.10. What are the characteristics of God/the god within their religion? 


	Creator. Listens to whomever calls upon him.  Just.  Punishes wrongdoers.


	Creator.  Does good things for people.  Perfect.  Holy.  Punishes wrongdoers.  Most powerful of gods.  Responsible for nature, weather, etc.  Underworld gods have limited power.  More like superhumans.  .Omniscient.  Only gets involved in world affairs when things need to be adjusted for the betterment of the people.
	

	3.11. What are the basic beliefs? About God? About good and evil? About life? About the source of life and creation? About death? About mankind? About spirits? About wrong, sin and guilt? About eternity? About salvation? About life after death? About sickness? About securing converts or adherents? About deviates from the religion? About women? 


	God is creator of all things.  There is a communion between the living and the dead.  The dead, sometimes, are given their share from marriage dowry. They believe people first came out from water.  No details about how mankind or anything was created.  They believe that there are multiple spirits, good and bad ones.  Wrongdoers are punished by spirits and “Nhialic” unless animals are sacrificed and certain rites should take place.  Committing adultery is a grave sin against people, God, and spirits.  An adulterer, therefore, should not visit the sick and those persons who are in risk of dying.  In time of delivery of a baby, if there are some complications, the woman is urged to confess if she had committed adultery or incest.


	· Good and evil -- Evil comes from bad spirits, not from mankind.

· Life—all life comes from god.

· Death—Spirit leaves the body, goes up to heaven.  If body not buried properly, spirit visits the village, has no rest.

· Mankind—highest of god’s creations.  

· Sin—If you are too sinful, god will turn away from you, send you to the underworld.

· Salvation-- achieved by being good enough.  

· Sickness—cast on people by demons.

· Deviates are cast out.  Considered devils.

· Women are excluded from gatherings, considered lower than men.
	

	3.12. How does an individual relate to the religion? Is personal choice respected? 


	Individuals, especially the adults and the elderly, must attend, at least once a year, the rites in shrines.  There is no personal choice. Everything is done in community.
	Religion is observed as individuals, but owned by the community.  People who reject the traditional religions are cast out of the village.  


	

	3.13. How does religion involve society? How does it relate to society? How does society relate to religion? What position does religion have within society? 

.   
	Rites and shrines and sacred posts are visible.  God and spirits are the overseers of the society.


	
	

	3.14. How does religion involve family? 


	Whenever rites take place whether in large scale with the whole section attending, or small scale with only the family or clan attending, each and everyone is involved by singing or dancing.
	
	

	3.15. How does religion view foreigners? 


	White folks are equals. Those who worship Islam are seen as misguided in some circles. Yet some have embraced this religion and mixed it with their own animistic practices.


	  Europeans accepted as friends, equals.  Arabs are seen as enemies.


	

	3.16. How does religion view other religions? 
	With suspicion.


	Depends on how it fits with Moru.  They accept ideas 


	

	3.17. Who are the religious leaders? How are they chosen? Under what conditions and by what rules? How are religious leaders recognized and sanctioned? 

.
	There are certain clans from which religious leaders emerge.  They are not chosen but they gradually come to prominence whenever supernatural powers or acts manifest themselves in their lives
	Same as Dinka, but there are not specific clans.


	

	3.18. Does the religion formally recommend and do the believers use charms or amulets and enter into magical rites? 


	There are certain individuals who use charms.  These are paid when, for example, they treat a sick person.  They are only called in time of need.  Sometimes charms are used for a blessing to a new house if “Bengbith” doesn’t come to invoke God. Amulets have no place in Dinka religion.


	Yes.  See above.


	

	3.19. What is the relationship between the seen world and the unseen world? 


	There are certain individuals who are believed to be able to see the seen and unseen world and to prophecy.  They are the mediators to settle every problem between the seen world and the unseen world.


	See above.


	

	3.20. Is/are the religion(s) animistic or mixed with animism? 


	Mixed with animism.


	Yes.


	


4. Economic Structure

	
	Dinka
	Moru
	LE Interviews

	4.1. Is society’s economic structure agrarian, industrial or mixed? 


	Agrarian


	Agrarian


	

	4.2. What are the primary drivers of the economy? Capitalism, socialism or others? Describe the economy. 


	Socialism of a sort.  Although one is admired when he breeds more cows, cows are shared or passed on from one to another in marriage.  Cows are the native Dinka cash. Currently in the south there is almost no economy to speak of.


	Moru.  Community/ Socialistic.  There are some more wealthy than others.  However, no one goes without.


	

	4.3. What are the primary economic and vocational categories and divisions in the society? 


	Cattle breeders (majority), land cultivators, fisherman (minority)


	  Subsistence farming, hunting, fishing.


	

	4.4. What are the structural patterns within society? 


	
	  Nuclear family- extended family-clan-tribe.  Village also an economic unit.


	

	4.5. How are prices determined? What are the major influences on prices? 


	Supply and demand. But also societal and family relations influences. Food is ALWAYS offered free to passersby and families in need.


	  Very little selling or bartering.  Closer to sharing.


	

	4.6. Who is in control of the flow of money? 


	Right now there is no flow! (In the south)


	  Money not an important part of culture


	

	4.7. Who is in control of the financial institutions? Are their private financial processes as strong or influential as the public institutions? 


	There are no banks or other financial institutions in the south. All monies (which are very few) are within the pockets of the men. Most transactions are on a barter basis.


	  Grain and commodity storage buildings controlled by families.  No commercial banks.


	

	4.8. Describe the traditional classes in the economy. 


	Lower class – fisherman

Middle class – cattle breeders

Upper class – chiefs and sub-chiefs


	  No class distinctions


	

	4.9. Is a barter culture in existence? Does it predominate? Is it significant? 


	Yes, and gaining acceptance, especially in urban areas. In the south where there is little flow of currency bartering in more the norm.


	  See 4.5


	

	4.10. How does the economy relate to other countries?


	None, currently.


	  None.


	

	4.11. How is social security provided? Within family, social or governmental structure? 
	Chiefs and sub-chiefs provide security.  Extended families care for their own.
	  Chief and sub-chiefs provide security.
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