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Life Long Friends and A Call to Missions
By Dan Tucker, Associate Pastor
San Jacinto Baptist Church, Deer Park
I was an RA as a boy, and I loved it.  
For the past 4 years I have been Associate Pastor at San Jacinto Baptist Church in Deer Park.  Before that I was a school teacher for 9 years and before THAT I was in youth and music ministry for 20 years.  
On March 13, 2008, my wife and I are moving to Mexico to be missionaries.  We have accepted a position at Iglesia Bautista Bethel in the town of Tuxpan (on the Gulf Coast, 8 hours drive south of Brownsville), in the state of Veracruz.  
 
As a boy, I belonged to the "Paul Smith" (missionary to Brazil at the time) RA chapter of Good Hope Baptist Church in West Monroe, Louisiana.  Our chapter started in 1968, but my family moved to Texas in 1972, when my dad became pastor at a church in Humble.  Those few years as an RA in West Monroe were fantastic.  Our RA leader was Freddy Hall, who was the father of one of my best friends, Steve Hall.  
David Hutto and Mark Parrish were also members of our chapter and are still good friends.  David was best man in my wedding 30 years ago and I was best man in his wedding.  We named our first born son David.  Two Sundays ago I spoke at the First Baptist Church in Meridianville, AL, where David is Associate Pastor.  I was able to share about our upcoming missionary assignment.)  We were totally into RAs.  We had chapter officers, earned pins and patches, did campouts and other events, went to state and national conferences and of course RA camp during the summer.  
 
I learned about missions in an active, real way.  We contacted Paul Smith, to tell him we named our RA chapter after him, and asked him to visit our church.  He did!  The pictures he showed and the work he did in Brazil was amazing to me.  
Now, I'll personally get to experience the mission field in a real way also.  Wow!  God is so good. 







If you have great memories of being an RA or LAD in your church, send your story to Dian Kidd (Associate Director of UBA) at 713.957.2000 or e-mail diankidd@ubahouston.org. 

