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My Father was “Mr. R.A.”
By John D. Montroy, Houston, TX
I was an RA at the old First Baptist Church in downtown Houston, long before it moved out to where it is now on I 10. My father, George James Montroy, Jr., in fact, was the first RA Counselor in that church, and my Mother was GA Director.  Dad is now 94, and he and Mom live in Port Arthur, TX.

When we moved from First Baptist to the old, now gone, Southland Baptist, near where we bought a new home, Dad was the First RA Counselor there also and Mom was named GA director there as well.

Dad taught 100's of RA counselors in UBA and was it's first official, non paid Athletic Director for the RA athletic teams. He created this league and was the Commissioner for many years. 

He has been honored by the Southern Baptist Convention as "Mr. R.A." for his many years of work as an RA counselor, trainer of Counselors all around UBA, and founder of the RA athletic league in UBA, which had baseball and basketball. 

For about 50 years, Dad worked with RA's, in the UBA and anyone who has been a counselor very long would know who he is as he probably trained them.

At one time, You could name any church in the UBA and Dad or I could tell you who the pastor was, as we worked together even after I became an adult to send out flyers to them about RA stuff. He really enjoyed doing this work.

Thousands of young boys came to know Christ through this work, and the work of the many counselors he trained personally. He was known as MR RA not only in UBA, but at the State and Convention level as well and made many speeches about his work at State and SBC conventions.

He has talked to many of the most famous pastors in SBC about how to start and keep going an RA chapter in their church.

If he were still able to do it, he probably would still be doing it, but at age 94 and in poor health, he just can not do much of anything any more. But he will still be MR RA to many of the old timers in SBC because he got them interested in being an RA counselor and then personally trained them to do it. At one point, after about 25 years or so, He told me that he thought that he had been in almost every church in UBA, conducting RA counselor training sessions. I believe it too. 

I never became an RA Counselor myself, but I probably should have. I did reach the highest rank possible at the old Southland Baptist Church. My counselor there was a Mr. Holmes, a wonderful man that many said was too old to do anything, but he went through the course taught by Dad and was a great counselor for many years until he went to glory. He was also active in the athletic league Dad started. At one time, there were over 100 churches with teams in the UBA league for RA's.







If you have great memories of being an RA or LAD in your church, send your story to Dian Kidd (Associate Director of UBA) at 713.957.2000 or e-mail diankidd@ubahouston.org. 

