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Developing as a Leader
By Jim Goforth, Senior Pastor
New Life Baptist Church, 

I was involved in RAs growing up in Ohio in the 70’s and early 80’s.   I began RAs in the first grade in 1971.  I went to RA camp every year beginning the 3rd grade I think.  RAs were very instrumental in my development.  
I was elected VP of our Statewide RA Congress in the 8th Grade and then elected President in the 9th grade.  I was the youngest to ever serve as President of the state convention. Following being elected president of the state convention, I was then selected to serve as an RA Page at the SBC Annual Meeting in 1980.  The policy was that you had to have completed the 10th Grade, but I was selected on the strength of being President of our State Convention.  I was the first freshman to serve as a Page at the SBC.  I served in 1980 at the Annual Meeting in St. Louis.  
I served as a Camp Counselor for RA camp in 1980 and 1981 before moving to Texas and to a church with no RA program, so I never finished the full program after 10 years in RAs.  I was able to return and serve as camp Pastor at the camp I grew up at, in 1993.

We have just celebrated our 5th Anniversary here at New Life Baptist Church.  We have 5 Mission Points in El Salvador and a church member / independent Missionary there and have baptized more than 150 in our ministry here.  Both our sons, AJ who is a sophomore at Midwestern Baptist Seminary, and our youngest who is a sophomore in high school, hope to be involved in ministry oversees.   AJ spent 4 months in Morocco last year working with IMB missionaries.  
Here in St. Louis I serve on the Board of Directors of Mission Metro St. Louis, similar to Mission Houston, though in fledgling stages.
I am so grateful for my years of service and ministry in Houston, the Young Leader’s program and all of my friends and mentors there.  Thank you for your input into my life there.  







If you have great memories of being an RA or LAD in your church, send your story to Dian Kidd (Associate Director of UBA) at 713.957.2000 or e-mail diankidd@ubahouston.org. 

