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A Glass Eye Commands a Lot of Respect
By Jonathan Brooks, Associate Director
Baptist Student Ministry, University of Houston
 Mr. Joe Woods, my RA leader, had one good eye and one glass eye. It still amazes me how a glass eye can capture the attention and respect of young boys. Whenever we would act up, Mr. Woods would take out his glass eye and just sit it on the table making it stare right at us.
Mr. Woods taught me several things, even though I didn’t know I was really learning them at the time. First, he taught us the balance between having fun and being serious. We always began our gatherings by playing some really fun games. Usually, they were games from the RA leader’s book that he took the time to make. We then followed up the game time with learning about another country or some other aspect of missions. He expected us to be attentive during that time and did not hesitate to use his glass eye.
We also learned what it meant to be good neighbors. Not only did we learn from lessons in our meetings that we should help others, but we also practiced what we learned. I will never forget helping paint a widow’s house for the first time at the age of 10. Or helping clean up a neighbors’ yards who could not do so.

Probably the most important lesson, which is in part related to being a good neighbor, is that we should respect others. In our learning about other cultures, Mr. Woods taught us to respect other people. He taught us how valuable each person is in God’s eyes.
All of these lessons have shaped who I am as a leader. Without them, I would not be the person I am. Mr. Woods always believed in us boys and what God could do through us and he still does. He and his wife Mrs. Jewel send me a check each month to support my working with college students at the University of Houston. More importantly, I know that they pray for me and my wife on a regular basis!
Additional Information:

Jonathan Brooks was an RA from age 5 to age 11 (1977 – 1983) in the First Baptist Church, Woodworth, LA.  He has served in a number of ministry areas:
· Current – Associate Director, Baptist Student Ministry, University of Houston 

· Current – Resourcing Consultant, Center for Collegiate Ministry, BGCT 

· Previous – Program Coordinator, Doctor of Ministry Program, Golden Gate Bapt. Theo. Seminary 

· Previous – Manager, LifeWay Christian Store @ GGBTS 







If you have great memories of being an RA or LAD in your church, send your story to Dian Kidd (Associate Director of UBA) at 713.957.2000 or e-mail diankidd@ubahouston.org. 

