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The Greatest Memories
By Ken Shuman, pastor of Wellspring Church, Tomball, TX
Missional Church Consultant, New Church Initiatives

 For a boy from a small town R.A’s. had a huge impact on my life.  At first it was about campouts, camp, track meets, basketball, and the annual R.A. rally at a Baylor football game.  R.A’s. allowed me to see and do things I would never have gotten to do otherwise.  

As I got older, R.A’s. gave me my first introduction to ministry.  For two summers I served my association as an R.A. staffer.  Later, I spent three summers working as an R.A. state staffer for the B.G.C.T.  

It was during one of my summers as an R.A staffer that I first began to sense a call to ministry.  Most of the greatest memories from my youth involved my summers of R.A. staff work.

I was involved with the R.A.’s from 1966 to 1976.  Three names come to mind when I think of R.A. leaders.  All three invested significant amounts of time in the lives of young men.

Eugene Veselka was the R.A. leader in my home church for at least twenty years.  He invested countless hours into the program. I also remember Pastor Leo Smith.

During my high school years Jerry Bob Taylor was the director of the R.A’s for the Baptist General Convention of Texas.  He taught me a great deal about life and ministry.  His son was my first roommate in college.







If you have great memories of being an RA or LAD in your church, send your story to Dian Kidd (Associate Director of UBA) at 713.957.2000 or e-mail diankidd@ubahouston.org. 

