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Never an RA . . . 
By Robert M. Newell, Ministry Coordinators, Athens, Greece
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
In a fitting irony, I was never an RA myself, but, from approximately 1960-62, while in high school, I was the RA leader at my home church, the Fifteenth Avenue Baptist Church of Meridian, Mississippi. Just a few years older than the boys themselves, it is doubtful that they benefited much, but I certainly did! 

It was during those days, doubtless occasioned as a result of the missions emphasis of RA material, that I began to grapple with the infantile evidences of a call to service as what we then referred to as a “foreign missionary.” Having concluded in my soul that service in another part of the world was not meant for me at that time, my service as Interim Pastor in 21 Baptist churches in 19 years, a career in Christian higher education (the largest portion of which was experienced as faculty member/administrator at Houston Baptist University, 1970-1989), volunteer service in many capacities through UBA and my tenure as Pastor of Memorial Drive Baptist Church in Houston (1989 – 2002) would be among the several ways that my call would be expressed for the largest portion of my life. 
My work on the university campus with international students, my development of a cross-cultural “Missionary Internship,” my volunteer service through the Baptist Missions Centers of Houston and my leadership of cross-cultural missions immersion experiences for students and church members were spurred, without doubt, by my early missions training in RA’s.

Years would pass before Janice and I sensed that the time was “right” for “full-time” missions service; in 2003, we were commissioned by the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship as Field Personnel in Athens, Greece. 
Today, we are Ministry Coordinators for Athens, focusing our efforts on care for the 500,000 “most neglected” and “un-reached” Albanian immigrants in the ancient city.







If you have great memories of being an RA or LAD in your church, send your story to Dian Kidd (Associate Director of UBA) at 713.957.2000 or e-mail diankidd@ubahouston.org. 

