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Life-Changing Experiences
By Lee Saunders, Minister of Church Development

Garden Oaks Baptist Church, Houston, TX
Yes, I was in R.A’s, from 1964 to 1974 at the Benson Heights Baptist Church in Benson, Arizona.  (I was in Sunbeams before that.)  

For the first few years, the R.A. leaders were Mr.Gary Spann and Mr. Leon Cornett, both native Texans who were in Arizona because they worked for El Paso Energy.  They had a very deep love for missions, and conveyed that to the group.  Not only did they teach us about missions, they encouraged us to get involved in it and found projects for us to do around the community.  Later on, the group was led by Mr. Gerry Clinger who took us to the state R.A. camp in Prescott for three or four years.  

R.A’s has had two main influences on me.  First of all, R.A’s inspired me to become involved in missions.  Through the R.A. program in our church, I learned about the various mission opportunities offered by what was then known as the Home Mission Board and the Foreign Mission Board, and following my freshman and sophomore years in college, I served as a student summer missionary with the HMB in inner city missions in St. Louis, Missouri.  I have a permanent reminder of that experience in my wife, whom I met while serving there.  She went through the Acteens program and served for a summer in Oklahoma City. 
Second, the R.A. leaders in my church were always promoting and supporting the idea of us attending a Christian college, whether we were planning to be in vocational missions or not, and everyone from my small little church group went to Grand Canyon University in Phoenix which was, at the time, an institutional ministry of the Arizona Southern Baptist Convention.  That is where God called me to vocational ministry, in which I have served for something close to 30 years.  

Since 2000, I have served as a project coordinator of World Changers projects in Nashville, Tennessee, Benton, Arkansas, Decatur, Texas and this summer in Bonne Terre, Missouri.  
 

 

 







If you have great memories of being an RA or LAD in your church, send your story to Dian Kidd (Associate Director of UBA) at 713.957.2000 or e-mail diankidd@ubahouston.org. 

