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Training for Ministry Began as an RA
By Rob Morris, Pastor, River Pointe Church
I was involved in RAs from the time I was 8 years old until I graduated from High School.  The program in our church, First Baptist Church - Buna, Texas, was huge!  Many, many boys accepted Christ through RAs.  We had a huge RA basketball program.  We played ball against many other churches in and out of our association.  When I was in High School we made it to Dallas and the RA Basketball Championships.  We lost in the finals but the experience was awesome!  
 

The most important thing that RAs did for me was to teach discipline and memorization of the Word of God.  We had to pass every step and know every verse BEFORE we were allowed to play ball.  In one instance, we had a tournament going on and we were a really a good team.  Some of us did not do our steps or our memory verses for the week prior.  We were Pioneers at the time and our leader, Mike Husbands, refused to allow us to play because we had not done the required work that week.  He would not relent no matter how hard we pressed him.  We didn't like him that day but it turned out to be a HUGE lesson for us and we NEVER failed to do our work again.  I really appreciate Mike for his stand and his Godly example and leadership in our lives as we grew up.  I thank God for him.
 

Another man, Iram Martin, was our leader when we were Crusaders and then again when we became Ambassadors.  He taught us the Word of God and continually instilled in us the principles that are needed to run our race to the end and be a good finisher.  He passed away just a few years ago.  I was privileged to be a part of his service along with his son, Marty, who is serving the Lord here in Houston faithfully with his family and Dr. John Hatch, pastor of First Baptist Church in Lake Jackson.  John and I and several other men are in the ministry today as a result of our time spent under the teaching of Mike Husbands and Iram Martin.
 

I am now pastor of a new church plant (2003)  River Pointe Church in East Harris County (Channelview). www.riverpointechurch.org   We moved into our first worship facility in June of 2007.  There is the spirit of revival in our church with many, many continually coming to Christ.  We are also becoming a multi-cultural church very, very fast.  
My training for the ministry really began in RAs as an 8 year old boy.  Thank God for men who will unselfishly pour their lives out and into boys who become the future.
 







If you have great memories of being an RA or LAD in your church, send your story to Dian Kidd (Associate Director of UBA) at 713.957.2000 or e-mail diankidd@ubahouston.org. 

