%&tﬁf{ 7{ gﬁfﬂié oy,

nAs the gates are open
the Prayer Chapel will
be open.”

The Church at Bethel's Family
The Deacon Joe Heard Prayer Chapel & Garden
14442 Fonmeadow
Houston, TX 77035
(713)729-0125
Rev. Walter August Jr., Senior Pastor

The Church at Bethel's Family

THE
DEACON JOE HEARD
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The Church at Bethel's Family

The Deacon Joe Heard Prayer Chapel and Prayer Garden
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Columns on each side of the building
represents the strength God has
and 1s available to us all.
the ship’s rail
reminds us to hold close to God 1n the storms of life.
The rope moldings at the ceilings
remind us to reach up to God from the sins that bond us.

The vertical lines in the paneling

point upward to the heavens
and should remind us to lift all things to Him.
The lighting allows us to see
and reminds us to be a light unto a dark world.
The door
1s a reminder to us that all who knocks on His door
shall enter His kingdom.
The grapes and the vines are symbols
that He 1s the vine and we are the branches.
The love that created this chapel
was given from God.

May Gods spirit fill and lift

all those who enter these doors.

May 14, 2008

Rev. Walter August Jr., Senior Pastor

We would like to thank all of those who
labored, donated flowers, prayed, and
any other contributions that brought this
vision to fruition.

We Thank You!
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by Ellis Johnson

[ watch as a small brown building was

What was once an office space for Parkway United Methodist transformed into a beautiful safe haven. You
Church 15 now a sacred haven, where people go to pray. Yes, a can really feel the spirit of God as you enter the
prayer chapel: A place where people or individuals, can go and have garden. This will truly be a blessing to the
a quite conversation with God. But the building hr‘l% gone to quite a community.

transformation, to reach its present status.
Member
It once housed eight church staft members, including the pastor. It
had no restrooms and the staffers went across the street to a drug
store, o use a restroom. Progress came to the church, in the form of
an extension to accommodate additional staff members and in
February 2003, the church moved to a bigger building, opening up
some vacant space.

»I must work the works of Him that sent me,
while it is day: the night cometh, when no man
can work” John 9.4

Rev. Woodard

Finally, the vacant space was transformed into a pray chapel.
But more than prayer has transpired in the chapel. It has been used
for commissioning of ministers, funerals, weddings, baptisms, group
meetings and memorial services, to name a few of the events held in
the building. It also served as a safe haven for those needing
counseling, with life issues.

The prayer chapel 1s such a great place to come
and give thanks, praises, and adoration to God.
We can make our request known to God and

5 : P : intercede in such a serene atmosphere.
However, the true purpose for which the building was intended, b

may have been belter summed up, in a little note that seems to have Forget-Me-Not Ministries

been scribbled by a young child and left in the chapel. It read, '

“When you are in here, God recognizes us as valuable.” This note

touch so many, that it was displayed on a table, along with other

prayer requests, that were prayed over daily. 5 sy .
[ was visiting for the first time and Pastor
August made a call for men to help move the
gazebo from the playground to the prayer
garden. I was amazed o see so many men
working together.

Visitor
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I was visiting for the first time....

My first experience with the prayer chapel was seeing it at the
Parkway United Methodist Church location. I thought, “My God,
this is going to be so GREAT!!!™ However, after initiating the
preparations for the move, seeing all that it would take to make
Bethel’s Family vision come to fruition, I became somewhat
disheartened... I saw so much that needed to be done, with so little
time and resources!!! After discussing this with Pastor August and
lifting the project to the Lord, day after day I saw the hand of God
perform miracles!!t When I had doubt, God moved! When I had felt
that money would be an issue, I saw God move! When I thought that
something couldn’t be done, I saw God move again!!t Look at how
God moved on the hearts of the Mighty Men of Bethel’s Family to
get the Gazebo moved from the Children’s Playground to the Chapel
area!!! WOW 1s all I can say!!! The Bible says in Matthew é: 34,
“Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall
take thought for the things of itself.” After this experience, if I have
learned anything, it’s not to worry about what God has promised that
He will dot!' T am a living witness that God will provide and T will
from this day take Him at His word:!!!

Deacon Joe Heard is a man of hard work.
on any given day you can find Deacon
Heard watering, caring, and nurturing the
flower beds. He is very pleasant and has
the personality of a true Godly man. You
can find him passing along wisdom to his
grandson or calling to check on his wife.

One true measure of a good man is
whether or not he leaves a legacy. We can
not think of a more powerful legacy than ¢
the one being planted, landscaped, watered 5§
and cared for under the masterful and
seasoned eyes of “The Master Gardener,”
Deacon Joe Heard. “The Prayer Chapel &
Garden™ will draw men, women, boys and
girls into a closer walk with our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. All who enter will be
able to experience the power of prayer
amidst the Garden’s celestial beauty,
serenily and splendor.

P

For even when we were with you, we
commanded you this. If any will not work,
neither shall he eat. 2 Thessalonians 3: 10

You should always be full' Bless You.
Sis. Clewis






